














Mother Egan with some of the pupils circa 1961. A group of French soldiers who were billeted in the school after the evacuation from Dunkirk. 
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The school staff 1986-87. Holy Cross circa 1930. 
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During the twenty years from ,the Peace of 1919 to the outbreak of war in 1939, the school pursued a generally 
regular round of events; Empire Day in May and Armistice Day in November, the annual town school sports, the 
football and netball tournaments, the school selection examination, regular visits by the school nurse, the medical 
officer and the dentist. There was an annual talk on temperance, given in all schools by Mr. Jolliffe, and a talk on 
the work of the League of Nations. 

National celebrations included holidays for the wedding of Princess Mary in February 1922, and of the Duke 
of York to Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon (now the Queen Mother) on 26th April 1923; similar recognition was given 
to the marriage of the Duke of Kent in 1934 and the Duke of Gloucester in 1935. Two outstanding events of the 
period were the Silver Jubilee of King George V in 1935 and the Coronation of King George VI in 1937; on each 
occasion souvenir beakers were gIven to the children and there were parties and other events as well as extra 
holidays. 

In May 1920 the older pupils were taken to the Electric Cinema in Commercial Road to see a film of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton's South Polar Expedition: the girls went one day and the boys on the next day. By 1938 the boys and 
girls were taken together to the Pavilion to attend a performance of Shakespeare's Richard II. 

Concerned at the undernourishment of some of the children, the Managers raised a private fund in 1928 to 
provide each child with milk during the winter months 1928-29. 

The school football team benefited from coaching given by Fr. Cary-Elwes during the season 1931-32. The 
next season a netball team for the girls was formed by Mother Egan. 

William McArdle, one of the original pupils of the school died on 8th February 1935. He had been a colourful 
character, well known locally as 'Motor Mac'. After leaving school and serving for a number of years in the 
merchant navy, McArdle had returned to Bournemouth and started a motor engineering business, which developed 
into a large garage in Holdenhurst Road named Motor Mac. This he sold in 1909 in order to make a practical study 
of aviation. With the help of a Mr. Gould he built a monoplane, and then went to France to become a pupil of 
Louis Bleriot. At Pau he passed the three flying tests necessary to obtain his pilot's certificate, and then returned to 
this country to set up a flying school together with Armstrong Drexel at Beaulieu. 

At the Southbourne flying meeting of July 1910 McArdle was pilot of the first plane to land and at the end of 
the meeting he was also pilot of the last flight which closed the meeting. He gave demonstrations of flying from an 
airfield which was established at Talbot Village. 

The war which commenced in September 1939 had considerably more impact on the schools than the earlier 
one. As the shadow of the war drew ever nearer, the senior children were sent on 17th July 1939 to the store at 
Grovely Manor (now Shelley Park) to be fitted with gas masks. In the autumn there were practices for air raid 
warnings, and on 29th November the pupils were taken to shelters in the adjoining convent. As the pace of the 
conflict quickened, from 10th May 1940 air raid practice commenced to be carried out daily for some time. 

Mother B. Crofton died in October 1939. She had been associated with Holy Cross School from its earliest 
days. Having joined the Religious of the Cross at St. Quentin in 1888, she was certainly a teacher at Holy Cross by 
1892. Mother Crofton was a Manager in 1903 and was Correspondent to the Managers until 1912, when she left 
Boscombe to go to the Ryde Convent of the Order. Returning to Boscombe in 1919, she resumed membership of 
the Managers, and again became Correspondent, an office which she continued to hold until her death. The school 
had a special holiday on 3rd May 1938 in honour of Mother Crofton's Golden Jubilee. At her requiem in the 
Convent chapel children from Holy Cross formed a guard of honour. The Bournemouth Education Committee 
when they were notified of Mother Crofton's death recorded their high appreciation of her services in the cause of 
education. 

On 21st May 1940 the school closed to allow the premises to be used as emergency accommodation for French 
troops evacuated from the Low Countries through Dunkirk; this emergency lasted for about two weeks, the school 
being reopened on 12th June. To protect children from the possibility of flying glass in the event of air raids, strips 
of paper one inch wide were stuck on all the windows during the last week of June. From that time onwards there 
were frequent air raid warnings until the late autumn, and these continued to occur from time to time until the 
Spring of 1945. These interrupted lessons, sometimes delayed the opening of the school, and often affected 
attendance. 

When the evacuation of children from London took place at the outbreak of the war, the pupils from St. 
Boniface's R.C. School at Tooting were dispersed amongst several villages in Sussex. In February 1940 it was 
agreed to gather them together and settle them in one locality, and the school was moved to Bournemouth, where 
the Temperance Hall in Boscombe was hired for them. The children were placed with families in the district. As 
time went by quite a number of them drifted back to their own homes in London, so that by October 1942 
discussions took place regarding a merger of the remaining children of St. Boniface's with Holy Cross School. The 
outcome was that on 3rd November 51 of the evacuated children were placed on the roll of Holy Cross School. 

The Head Mistress, Miss McCaffery. and Miss F. Kent attended at the Central Fire Station in January 1941 to 
receive instruction in the use of the stirrup fire pump. In June 1943 Morrison-type indoor air raid shelters were 
erected in five of the classrooms. Then at long last on 8th and 9th May 1945 the school was able to celebrate the 
victory in Europe. 

After this the school gradually settled down to cope with the problems of the reconstruction period. The 
remaining children from Tooting returned home. A moment of celebration came in November 1947, when a day's 
holiday was given in honour of the wedding of the Princess Elizabeth (now our Queen). Another day's holiday was 
allowed on 31st March 1950 when Bournemouth commemorated the golden jubilee of its status as a County 
Borough. 

Miss McCaffrey retired at the end of April 1950, having been Head Mistress for 25 years, and a teacher in the 
school for 41 years. She was succeeded as Head Mistress by Mother Margaret Egan, who had been a teacher at 
Holy Cross for seventeen years until the end of 1945, when she went to the Ryde Convent. Mother Egan became 
Head at a time when the nation was looking forward towards a more hopeful future, following the frustrations and 
shortages of the postwar period. This hope was symbolised in the Festival of Britain in 1951, when there were 
celebrations throughout the country. The children of Holy Cross took part in the local events of the Festival. A few 
months later the school joined in the national mourning on 15th February 1952, the day of the funeral of King 
George VI. I 

One result of the opening of the nursery class in 1951 was a general increase in the number of pupils on roll, 
over and above the children in the class itself, and in 1952 it became possible to appoint an extra teacher. For the 
first time an assistant master was appointed, in the person of Mr. Eustace Brooks. 
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The summer of 1953 saw the celebrations in June for the Queen's Coronation, when the children each received 
a souvenir beaker, and there were special holidays. The infants were given a party, whilst the older children were 
taken to the Carlton cinema to see the film of the Coronation ceremony. In July the school held its first sports, in 
King's Park, and this became an annual event. 

Mother Egan encouraged the formation of a parent teacher association, which was formed in November 1953; 
the association's first activity was the organisation of a Christmas party for the children in the same year. A special 
half day's holiday was given on 2nd November 1954 to mark the presentation of the Freedom of the Borough to 
Alderman Summerbee, Chairman of the Education Committee, who had been a member of the Holy Cross School 
Managers since 1916. 

Building work on a programme of modernisation of the school started in December 1957, and continued into 
the autumn of 1958, resulting in many difficulties in keeping the school going during the consequent disruption. 
During much of 1958 Mother Shelley was absent owing to illness, and she died on 2nd Decmber; a few days 
previously the children in her class sang for her beneath the window of her room in the convent. 

Mother Egan instituted a regular concert each December for the parents and friends of the school, giving the 
children an opportunity to sing, recite and perform before an audience. In March 1963 the girls' team reached the 
final in the annual netball tournament in the town, and in the following July the School Choir came second in its 
class in the Bournemouth Music Festival. Thus Mother Egan was able to retire in July 1963 with the school's 
morale high, and could view with gratitude and satisfaction her tenure of the Headship of the school to which she 
was so wholeheartedly devoted. . 

Mr. Peter McGargle became Head Master in September 1963, when the school had 260 pupils on the roll, the 
highest up to that date. In fact, during the whole nine years of his headship Mr. McGargle had to cope with the 
shortage of accommodation due to further increases in numbers of children. 

A small orchestra, consisting of three recorder players, violinist and pianist, accompanied the assembly on 
15th October 1963, and the new Head hoped that it would be possible to make this a frequent practice. In the 
following November three boys of the school were selected for the town junior football eleven - a very satisfying 
achievement for a small school. The school team again reached the final of the Netball Tournament in 1964 . . 

At Christmas time 1964, the school sang carols for housebound or bedridden parishioners, and some of the 
children performed in a live crib at St. Peter's Church in Bournemouth. A year later the school performed a 
religious pageant in the church, and a similar event became a regular feature. On 27th November 1966 the school 
provided the choir for a Confirmation Mass in the church. The school shared in the local authority'S scheme for the 
teaching of French as part of the normal syllabus, and in April 1968 a party of pupils spent a week in France. Mr. 

. McGargle left the school in August 1972 to take up another appointment. His successor, Mr. Winstanley, could not 
come to Bournemouth until January 1973, so Mrs. Lambert, the Deputy Head, took charge of the school for the 
Autumn Term. 

During the ten years in which Mr. Winstanley was Head Master the school continued its annual round of 
Passion Pageant, annual sports, Christmas parties and orchestral concerts. There were more visits to London, 
Southampton Zoo, Corfe Castle and other centres of interest. Groups of pupils attended short residential courses 
at Leeson House, near Swanage, and at Brecon. There were drama courses including visits to the Drama Centre, 
and instruction in road safety and, by arrangement with the Head Master of St. Peter's School, swimming galas 
were held on several occasions in the St. Peter's School swimming pool. From time to time there were meetings 
with parents to discuss the future organisation of Catholic schools in the area, and in general there was 
considerable consultation with the parents. Mr. Winstanley retired in August 1982. 

The new Head Master, Mr. M. Cooper, was able to take up the post in September 19~ and one ofthe major 
preoccupations since then has been to cope with the problems raised by the steady and considet:able increase in the 
number of pupils in the school. The school benefits from the presence of a strong and active Parent Teacher 
Association which has assisted in many ways in helping the school. Individual parents have given assistance to the 
school in a variety of ways. Pupils and their parents are active in supporting various charities, both in connection 
with those organised by the Church, and those of the general local community; a typical example of this has been 
the raising of some £1,000 plus in 1987 for guide dogs for the blind. Teachers and parents are fully involved each 
year in the preparation of children for First Communion. 

The school is an active living community and at the end of the first hundred years is able to look forward with 
confidence to a future in preparing children in the early stage for their future as whole people. 

4. The Head Teachers 

There is no record of the Head Teachers before 1892; the following table lists the Heads since then, with a 
separate list of the Heads of the Infants Department. There is no record as to whether any of the Heads prior to 
Mother McLoughlin in 1903 were members of the Religious of the Cross, but it is quite possible that some were. 

Name of Head 
Miss K. C. Harring 6. 6.1892 
Miss A. Doyle 1. 1.1894 
Miss Helen Cunliffe 2. 9.1895 
Miss Kathleen Rayner 1.11.1898 
Miss Marion Almond 9.10.1901 
Mother M. McLoughlin 1. 1.1903 
Mother J. O'Connell 3.11.1919 
Miss A. McCaffrey 1. 4.1925 
Mother Margaret Egan 1. 5.1950 
Mr. P . McGargle 1. 9.1963 
Mr. H . WInstanley 1. 1.1973 
Mr. M. Cooper 1. 9.1982 

Period of Office 
31.12.1893 
14. 6.1895 
31.10.1898 
8.10.1901 

31.12.1902 
31.10.1919 
31. 3.1925 
30. 4.1950 
3\. 8.1963 
31. 7.1972 
31. 8'.1982 

During the Autumn Term 1972 the Deputy Head, Mrs. I. Lambert was in charge of the school. 
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It was decided in January 1896 to separate the Infants classes from the rest of the school as a self-contained 
department, with Miss A. Bobbett as Head Mistress, together with one teacher to assist her. The Infants 
Department was reunited with the main school in November 1900. The Heads of the Infants Department were: 

Miss A. Bobbett 7. 1.1896 30.11.1898 
Miss Julia Taylor 1.12.1898 6. 7.1900 
Between July and November 1900 Mother V. Bristol took charge of the Infants Department. 

There is very little recorded about the earlier Heads. Mother McLoughlin had to retire prematurely in 1919 
owing to increasing deafness. Mother O'Connell became seriously ill towards the end of 1924, and she had to resign 
at the end of March 1925, by which time she was dying; in fact she lived only until 2nd April. Miss McCaffrey 
served the school for 41 years, 25 of which were as Head Mistress. During her period as Head, Miss McCaffrey had 
to meet the special difficulties caused by the war from 1939 to 1945, an outline of which is given elsewhere. 

From 1950 to 1963 Mother Margaret Egan had charge of the school, during which period the school was 
reorganised as a primary school, and a considerable amount of rebuilding work was carried out. Mother Egan was 
devoted to the children, and was notable for her firm, yet kindly, leadership. New ground was broken in 1963 by 
the appointment of Mr. P. McGargle, the first Head Master. During his term of office the number on roll 
increased to beyond 300, posing considerable organisational problems. Mr. McGargle was also very much involved 
in the planning of the new school buildings. He left in July 1972, and until January 1973 the Deputy Head Mrs. I. 
Lambert acted as Head Mistress. The new Head, Mr. H. Winstanley, took up the appointment at the beginning of 
1973. He was very much involved in the detailed planning of the new buildings, and in June 1978 made the 
arrangements for the removal of the school into its new premises, at which date the name of the school was 
changed from Holy Cross to Corpus Christi. When Mr. Winstanley retired in August 1982, Mr. Michael Cooper 
was appointed Head Master. 

5. Managers and Governors 
Under the terms of the Education Act 1902 a body of Managers was appointed to be responsible for the 

school, consisting of four foundation managers appointed by the Catholic Trustees, together with two 
representative managers appointed by the local education authority. The representative managers were exempted 
from any financial liability in relation to the responsibilities of the Managers as a body. The Managers appointed in 
1903 were: 

Very Rev. Canon T. Cotter 
Fr. C. de Lapasture SJ 
Mother B. Crofton 
Mr. C. Hoste 
Alderman Bolton and Councillor Corbin Harris 

Father de Lapasture became Chairman of the Managers, an office he continued to hold until 1923. Alderman 
W. Bolton was a well-known figure in Pokesdown, having been the local postmaster since 1865, and a former 
Chairman of the Pokesdown Urban District Council. Mr. Corbin Harris was a local builder and also a former 
Chairman of the U .D.C. It may be noted that Holy Cross School was situated in the area of the Pokesdown Urban 
District Council, having come within Bournemouth only in 1901. 

Mother Afchain replaced Mr. Hoste, probably in 1904, and Canon Cotter resigned in 1905, when he became 
auxiliary Bishop to Bishop Cahill of Portsmouth, whom he succeeded as Bishop in 1910. Father Payne, parish 
priest of Corpus Christi, replaced the Canon, and after his sudden death in September his successor, Father 
Hayden, became a Manager. Late in 1910 Father Hayden left Boscombe and once again Mr. Clinton Hoste became 
a Manager. There were several changes in 1912: Mr. Hoste died, Mother Crofton left Boscombe to go to the Ryde 
Convent, and Mother Afchain ceased to be a Manager. As a result, the foundation managers in 1913 were Father 
de Lapasture, Fr. Clayton, Mother Costello, Mother de Namuroy. The changes in regard to Representative 
Managers are set out in the table which follows. 

It is, however, appropriate to mention that in 1914 Councillor Sparkes and Councillor Summerbee became 
representative managers, commencing a very long association with the school. Both were local personalities, Mr. 
Sparkes being a local builder and Mr. Summerbee a greengrocer in Pokesdown. Father Clayton died in 1914 and 
his place was taken by Fr. Widdowson. In 1919 Mr. E. J. Charles succeeded Fr. Widdowson, and Mother Crofton 
resumed membership of the Managers on her return to the Boscombe Convent, in place of Mother de Namuroy. 

Father de Lapasture, who had been associated with the school since its inception, died in May 1923, and his 
place was taken by Fr. O'Hare, who died in 1925. For a short while Fr. Wolfe became a Manager, but he had to 
retire after a few months owing to ill health, and in 1926 the new parish priest, Fr. Ralph Baines, became Chairman 
of the Managers. At about the same time Mother M. Kelly replaced Mother Costello. In 1936 Alderman Sparkes 
retired from the Town Council and Alderman Jones became a representative manager. Fr. Walter Gibbons took 
the place of Fr. Baines in 1936. 

When Mother Crofton died in the autumn of 1939 her place was filled by the appointment of Mother A. Kelly. 
After Mr. Charles had to give up on account of his health Mr. C. Morton became a Manager, and in 1946 Fr. John 
Baron replaced Fr. Gibbons. By 1950 Mr. T. Browning, senior, was a Manager instead of Mr. Morton, and 
Mother Howe replaced Mother A. Kelly. 

The Instrument of Management giving Holy Cross Aided Status was sealed by the Ministry of Education on 
25th August 1953. In the Instrument it was laid down that the four Foundation Managers were to be appointed by 
the Trustees of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth. The Trustees decided that they should consist of the 
Superior for the time being of the Jesuits at Corpus Christi Church, the Superior for the time being of the Convent 
of the Cross, plus two other Catholics. The local authority were to continue making the appointment of the two 
representative managers. The Managers appointed in 1953 under the new Instrument were: 

Fr. J. Baron Rev. Mother Howe 
Mother M. Kelly Mr. T. Browning 
Alderman SummerbeeAlderman Turner 

When Alderman Summerbee retired in 1955 the Managers recorded their appreciation of his interest in the 
school during the period of over forty years in which he had been a Manager. Mother M. Kelly died in 1955, when 
Mother Gillard was appointed, and a year later on the death of Mr. Browning, Mrs. Walsh became a Manager. 
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Further changes took place in 1959, in which year Mother McEvoy and Mr. Frank Murphy became Managers, 
replacing Mother Gillard and Mother Howe. Mother McEvoy's tenure was brief, as she left Boscombe in 1960, and 
the new Superior Mother Helen joined the Managers. On Fr. Baron's departure in 1961, Fr. Gegan became parish 
priest; he attended only one meeting of the Managers before his sudden death in January 1962. Fr. B. Enright then 
became Chairman, continuing until a breakdown in health forced him to resign late in 1964, when Fr. O. Fishwick 
took office. A year later Fr. J. Moore, parish priest of Iford, joined the Managers instead of Mr. Murphy, who 
continued to act as Correspondent to the Managers. 

During the 1970s there were several changes of parish priest, commencing with the appointment of Fr. W. 
Maher in 1970, to be followed in 1974 by Fr. P. Knott, who was in turn succeeded by Fr. M. P. Hackett in 1977. 
Mother Helen resigned in 1971, and consequent upon the withdrawal from Boscombe of the Religious of the Cross 
the vacancy was filled by the appointment of Mr. Simonis. After serving for a three-year period Mr. Simonis did 
not seek re-appointment, and his place was taken by Mr. Bell; he also after three years was succeeded by Mr. May. 
It may be noted that the name of the school was changed from Holy Cross to Corpus Christi in 1978. 

The Education Act 1980 required a complete restructuring of Managers, who were henceforward to be 
designated Governors, in line with their counterparts for the secondary schools. A new Instrument of Government 
was to be issued by the Department of Education and Science for each school, and it was not until 1985 that the 
new Instrument for Corpus Christi was made. In the meantime Fr. T. Dunphy became parish priest and Chairman 
of Governors in 1980, and in 1981 the Governors were: 

Fr. Dunphy Canon J. Moore 
Mr. P. Lane Mr. J. A. Young 
Councillor Day Mrs. Inscoe 

Mrs. Inscoe was a representative governor appointed by the Dorset L.E.A. and Councillor Day represented the 
Bournemouth Borough Council. On Councillor Day's resignation, Councillor Wotton was appointed by the 
Borough Council in 1984. This governing body ceased to hold office on 31st August 1985, and was replaced by a 
new body from 1st September of that year. 

1903 

1904 
1905 
1906 
1908 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 

1914 

Foundation Managers 

Fr. C. de Lapasture 
Canon T. Cotter 
Mother B. Crofton 
Mr. Clinton Hoste 
Mother Afchain vice Mr. Hoste 
Fr. F. Payne vice Canon Cotter 
Fr. P. Hayden vice Fr. Payne 

Mr. C. Hoste vice Fr. Hayden 

Mother Costello vice Mother Crofton 
Fr. J. Clayton vice Mr. Hoste 
Mother de Namuroy vice Mother Afchain 
Fr. Widdowson vice Fr. Clayton 

1919 Mother Crofton vice Mother de Namuroy 
Mr. E. J . Charles vice Fr. Widdowson 

1923 
1925 
1926 

1936 
1939 
1946 

1950 

1954 
1955 
1956 
1959 

1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 

1969 
1970 

Fr. O'Hare vice Fr. de Lapasture 
Fr. Wolfe vice Fr. O'Hare 
Fr. Baines, Mother Crofton, 
Mother M. Kelly, Mr. Charles 
Fr. Gibbons vice Fr. Baines 
Mother A. Kelly vice Mother Crofton 
Fr. Baron vice Fr. Gibbons 
Mr. C. Morton vice Mr. Charles 
Mother Howe vice Mother A. Kelly 
Mr. T. Browning vice Mr. Morton 
Mother Gillard vice Mother M. Kelly 

Mrs. Walsh vice Mr. Browning 
Mother McEvoy vice Mother Howe 
Mr. F. Murphy vice Mother Gillard 
Fr. Gegan vice Fr. Baron 
Fr. Enright vice Fr. Gegan 

Fr. Fishwick vice Fr. Enright 
Mother Helen vice Mother Howe 

Fr. Moore vice Mr. Murphy 
Fr. Maher vice Fr. Fishwick 

1971 Mr. Simonis vice Mother Helen 
1974 Fr. Knott vice Fr. Maher 

Representative Managers 

Alderman Bolton 
Councillor Corbin Harris 

Cllr. Slade vice Cllr. Harris 

Cllr. Giles vice Ald. Bolton 
Cllr. Mackenzie vice Cllr. Giles 
Cllr. Abbot vice Cllr. Mackenzie 
Cllr. Godfrey vice Cllr. Abbot 

Cllr. Sparkes vice Cllr. Godfrey 
Cllr. Summerbee vice Ald. Slade 

Ald. Jones vice Ald. Sparkes 

Cllr. J. Turner vice Ald. Jones 

Cllr. Barnes vice Ald. Turner 
Cllr. H. Brown vice Ald. Summerbee 
Cllr. Holliday vice Cllr. Barnes 

Cllr. Browning vice Ald. Brown 
Cllr. Mooney vice Cllr. Browning 
Cllr. Holloway vice Cllr. Mooney 
Cllr. W. Turner vice Cllr. Holloway 

Cllr. Anstee vice Cllr. Holloway 
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1975 Mr. M. Bell vice Mr. Simonis Cllr. Day vice Cllr. Anstee 
Mr. F. Mckinney vice Cllr. Turner 

1977 
1978 
1980 
1981 

1 983 

Fr. M. Hackett vice Fr. Knott 
Mr. V. May vice Mr. Bell 
Fr. T. Dunphy vice Fr. Hackett 
Mr. P. Lane vice Mr. May 
Mr. j . Young vice Mrs. Walsh 
Mrs. M. Inscoe filled vacancy 
Cllr. Wotton vice Cllr. Day 

Vacancy vice Mr. Mckinney 

G<.. vernors reconstituted under new Instrument of Government September 1985. 
8 Foundation Governors appointed by the Trustees of the Dioocese, one of whom on appointment must be a 
parent of a registered pupil at the school: 
Fr. T. Dunphy, Canon J . Moore, Mrs. M. Costello, Mrs. M. Griffin, Mr. P. Lane, Mrs. C. Longrigg, Mr. R. 
Weston, Mr. J. Young. 
The Head Master - Mr .1'-1 . Cooper. 
2 Representative Governors appointed by the L.E.A., Mr. J. Golding, Mrs. M. Inscoe. 
1 Representative Governor appointed by Bournemouth District Council, Councillor R. Wotton. 
1 Parent Governor elected by the parents of registered pupils, Mrs. E. Lochhead. 
2 Teacher Governors elected by the Teachers, Miss I. Frith, Miss A. Winiecki. 
1987 Fr. P. Griffiths vice Fr. T . Dunphy 

6. The Number of Pupils on the School Roll 

Statistics kept since 1903 give annual details of the number of pupils on the School Roll. For the years up to 
1945 these statistics relate to the average number on roll each January, and in this connection it should be noted 
that there would be a further intake of children for the summer term, so that the numbers quoted are not 
necessarily the highest for any given year. 

When these records commenced in 1903 there were 173 children on roll; from 1908 to 1912 there was a steady 
increase to over 200, mainly due to the shortage of school places in the district caused by the rapid development of 
the Stourfield area. With the opening of Stourfield School in 1912 about 60 children transferred to the new school, 
and the number of children at Holy Cross dropped to 146. Numbers increased during the 1914-1918 war, and then 
dropped to an all-time low of 114 in 1926. There followed a gradual increase to 186 by 1939. One effect of the war 
was the intake 'Jf 51 children {rom a London school in 1943; the Tooting R.C. School had been evacuated to 
Bournemouth in 1940. and as the children gradually drifted back to London, it was decided to transfer those 
remaining to Holy Cross School. 

After the end of the war in 1945, numbers again fell to 146. and then there was a steady increase to 256 by 
1954, the year in which the school was reorganised, all the seniors being transferred to St. Walburga's School in 
September of that year. This reduced the number of pupils to 219, and with some fluctuations numbers gradually 
rose to a peak of 314 in 1972, with a brief drop which followed the closure of the nursery class. Between 1973 and 
1976 there was a considerable drop, and not until 1982 did the numbers really begin to recover; since then there has 
been a quite spectacular increase to reach 366 in March 1987. 

Numbers on Roll 

1903 173 1931 161 1960 212 
1904 171 1932 167 1961 217 
1905 167 1933 166 1962 226 
1906 169 1934 158 1963 258 
1907 168 1935 174 1964 278 
1908 204 1936 159 1965 274 
1909 209 1937 147 1966 278 
1910 203 1938 149 1967 274 
1911 203 1939 186 1968 286 
1912 190 1940 187 1969 287 
1913 146 1941 143 1970 301 
1914 146 1942 1971 303 
1915 167 1943 1072 314 
1916 164 1944 170 1973 306 
1917 187 1945 169 1974 282 
1918 173 1946 140 1975 272 
1919 173 1947 144 1976 219 
1920 164 1948 144 1977 209 
1921 161 1949 145 1978 222 
1922 165 1950 160 1979 222 
1923 140 1951 173 1980 235 
1924 144 1952 203 1981 225 
1925 130 1953 240 1982 209 
1926 114 1954 256 1983 217 
1927 118 1955 219 19S4 250 
1928 121 1956 226 1985 276 
1929 126 1957 225 1986 312 
1930 127 1958 195 1987 339 

1959 207 1988 366 
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Notes: No figures are available for 1942 and 1943. 
The figures for the years since 1945 are taken from the annual return to the Department of Education and 
Science, and are the number on roll in January of the year named. As there is another intake of infants after 
January, these figures do not represent the maximum number on roll for the particular year. 

7. Appendix 

Summary of report on the laying of the Foundation Stone of the school in 1889. 

On Friday afternoon (Le. 16th August) in connection with the Convent of Holy Cross, Boscombe Park, the 
ceremony of laying and blessing the foundation stone of the boys' and girls' school took place. The weather was 
fine, and a large number of people witnessed the proceedings. The school which is being erected on the north side 
of the Convent and is surrounded with a high stone wall with an entrance into St. James's Square is to contain 
separate rooms for boys and girls 59 ft. by 23 ft. and an infants' school 20 ft. by 18 ft. Lobbies are also to be placed 
at each end with doorways back and front. It is a single storey building and a portion of the erection, already being 
rapidly proceeded with by Messrs W. Hoare & Sons, builders, on the site recently purchased by the sisters will be 
well in keeping with the large stone pile adjoining. Shortly after half past three o'clock a procession left the 
Convent. Gay flags hung from tree to tree around the site and little coloured flags were also stuck in the ground 
marking the route of the procession. A portion of the walls of the new buillding were already visible a foot or two 
above the ground level, and the corner stone was suspended from a strong scaffolding, waiting to be lowered to its 
place. A rough wooden platform had been erected in front. Shortly after half past three a procession from the iron 
Chapel made its way slowly round the boundaries of the proposed schools. It was led by a thurifer, carrying an 
incense bowl; then followed a cross bearer, attended by two acolytes with lighted candles. A procession of children, 
to the number of about 80, with veils of white tulle, followed. Then came the sisters and nuns, the Rev. Father 
Morford of Poole wearing a yellow cope and the Rev. Father Johnson SJ of Richmond Hill, Bournemouth. The 
rosary was sung as the procession proceeded round the site, the priest blessing the place and sprinkling holy water 
upon the stones. After marching round the boundaries, the procession formed in front of the stone, which was 
carved with the figure of a cross at each end. They sang while forming in front of it the hymn "Faith of our 
Fathrs". The priest advanced to the platform, and Father Morford sprinkled the stone with holy water and blessed 
it. After this the stone was laid by Miss Maria Julia Pflucker. Amongst others present were the Mesdames 
Pflucker, the Misses Pflucker, Mr. and Mrs. Tidmarsh and family, Mrs. Arden. Mrs. McCarthy, Major Linton, 
Misses Hustler, Madame Concoureux, Mlle. Concoureux, Mrs. Weller and the Misses Weller etc. The Rev. Father 
Johnson in the course of a short address referred to the recent ceremonies connected with the laying of the stones of 
the Church and the Convent, and appealed for support in their undertaking, which was begun in order to carry out 
the commands of God to teach and train up the young. Afterwards a benediction service was held in the Church 
adjoining. Collections were taken in aid of the building fund. 

The School wishes to thank 

A. Cristofoli & Sons Ltd. 
3 Victoria Place, 

Bournemouth 

for their generous sponsorship 
of this booklet. 
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This logo was designed by Mary Therese Barton. 


